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Detailed Office Action 

1) Claims 12-25 are pending. 

2) Priority is claimed to French application 04 01718 and PCT application 
PCT/FR05/00368. Claims 12-25 gain the benefit of these priority claims. 

Non Final Rejection 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 12-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over J. 
Immunol., 2000, 165: 1534-1540, in view of U.S. Patent 5744156. 

Claims 12-14 Chloroquine was known in the art (J. Immunol., 2000, 165: 1534-1540), 
to inhibit interleukin 6 and it is well known in the art that IL-6 inhibitors are useful in the 
treatment of rosacea. 

J. Immunol., 2000, 165: 1534-1540 does not teach ingredients besides an IL 
inhibitor which may be useful in the treatment of rosacea. 

Claims 15-20 and 24 U.S. Patent 5744156 (hereafter 574) discloses the use of topical 
compositions with an IL inhibitor (metronidazole), as well as the other ingredients listed 
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in the pending claims that are useful for the treatment of rosacea in all its stages. Line 
57 of column 5 of 574 reads, "Among these active agents, there may be mentioned by 
way of example: 

antiseptics such as salicylic acid and its derivatives (n-octanoyl-5-salicylic acid), 
or crotamiton; 

antibacterials such as clindamycin phosphate, erythromycin or antibiotics ofthe 
class of tetracyclines; 

antiparasitic agents, in particular metronidazole or pyrethrinoids; 

antifungal agents, in particular compounds belonging to the family of imidazols 
such as econazol, keoconazol or miconazol or their salts, polyene compounds, such as 
amphotericin B, compounds of the family of allyl amines, such as terbinafine, or 
alternatively octopirox; 

steroidal anti-inflammatory agents such as hydrocortisone, betamethasone 
valerate or clobetasol propionate, or non-steroidal anti-inflammatory agents such as 
ibuprofen and its salts, diclofenac and its salts, acetylsalicylic acid, acetaminophen or 
glycyrrhetinic acid; 

anesthetic agents such as lidocaine hydrochloride and its derivatives; 

antipruritic agents such as thenaldine, trimeprazine or cyproheptadine; 
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anti-free radical agents such as alpha-tocopherol or its esters, superoxide 
dismutases, certain metal chelators or ascorbic acid and its esters; 

keratolytic agents such as 13-cis- or all-trans-retinoic acid, benzoyl peroxide or 
hydroxy acids." 

Claim 25 Furthermore, example 4 of 574 discloses a composition containing 
metronidazole and an antioxidant. 574 does not teach the specific IL inhibitors of the 
pending claims. 

It would have been prima facie obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to combine the teachings of 574 with the teachings of J. 
Immunol., 2000, 165: 1534-1540 to provide a rationale to use a method of treating 
rosacea consisting of topically applying the composition described in the pending claims 
because the ingredients of said composition are well known in the art to be useful in the 
treatment of rosacea. 

Claims 21-23 As for the specific ranges disclosed in claims 21-23, section 
2144.05 of the MPEP states, "Where the general conditions of a claim are disclosed in 
the prior art, it is not inventive to discover the optimum or workable ranges by routine 
experimentation." Furthermore, it is disclosed in J. Immunol., 2000, 165: 1534-1540 
that a concentration of chloroqine on the order of at least 100 uM is needed to 
significantly inhibit IL-6 and therefore the concentrations of these pending claims is 
obvious. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Christopher Pochas whose telephone number is 
(571 )270-7722. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Friday 8 AM to 5 
PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Patrick Nolan can be reached on (571)272-0847. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

CMP 

/Patrick J. Nolan/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 4121 



